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The Presidentôs Corner - Don Haller 

The Worlds Oldest Corvette Club 

I canôt believe that the year has flown by so quickly. Once again fall is in the air and leaves are shedding 

from the trees like golden snow in my backyard.  That only means one thing to me, time for some needed 

winter maintenance on the Corvette and a period of rest between CCA activities.  Well maybe just a little 

rest! 

 

Iôd like to make a little reminder here that membership renewals are due now.  Please get your renewal 

forms with payment to Jean Wade as quickly as possible. Additionally, our annual elections are upon us 

and you must have your dues paid to be eligible to vote! We have a fine slate of potential officers ready to 

take on a new year in 2012.  So please take a look at the bios of each individual and cast your votes!  Jean 

Wade has sent out emails over the past month with instructions on how to vote.  All votes must be in by 

the December business meeting on the 13th of December.  Come and cast your vote! 

 

Fall also marks the time for our annual Toys for Tots toy drive.  Saturday, November 12th we will be con-

verging on Hooters on Rockville Pike to bring some Holiday Cheer to a needy boy or girl this Holiday 

season.  Also, remember to polish your car because there will be a mini car show for all of the ñwaxersò in 

us! See you there for some good fun, good food and good friends! 

 

I am currently discussing plans with Lee Shirley from Sport Chevrolet to fine tune plans for this yearôs 

Holiday charity drive for needy children in the Central Maryland area.  Previously Sport Chevrolet has 

sponsored a coat drive and two subsequent Bikes for Tikes events.  All of these events have been a big hit 

with the children and Santa too!  So keep this in mind for an early to mid-December CCA event.  Itôs a 

ton of fun to see the smiles on a little boy or girl when they get a nice new bicycle from Santa! 

 

My last entry for the month will be a huge thanks to Rich Taylor and everyone that came out and helped 

at our fourth and final autocross of the year.  What a great day and a great turnout.  We had more cars for 

this event than any other since we started doing these events over a year ago.  I think we now have at least 

six Autocross events under our belts and we are getting better each time.  Thanks Rich and your team!!! 

 

Have a great month and see you guys at Hooters for the Toys for Tots Drive! 

Don Haller                                                                                                                                                  

CCA President 
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MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION  
 

Welcome Our New Member for 2011    Sponsor   

Ann Kitsoulis   Silver Spring Md. 1999 Red C returning member  

 

We still have new members that have joined CCA and we have yet to meet them. Donôt be shy, lets 

meet you and see your Corvette. 

 

Note: CCA/NCCC renewals have been mailed. If you did not receive yours you must call me 301-

253-6074. Avoid a $10 late fee and have them completed by Nov. 26th. Any questions you can call 

me or send an e-mail. 

 

NCCC Questions direct to our Gov. Ron Hamrah  202-882-8157 rhamrah@gmail.com 

 

CCA License Plates contact Jim Snyder for information 301-948-5766 or jsnyder0623@hotmail.com 

  

Oct.  Shop night. 50/50 winner was Don Haller $46. We have a nice turn out for shop night and plenty 

was working on their cars.  Next shop night is going to 1 week early due to Thanksgiving. Nov. 15th. 

 

CCA Elections. You can vote now.  Vote up till Dec. 13th.  You can snail mail or hand me your vote, 

or send me an e -mail.  2012 renewals must be up to date to vote.  

Jean Wade 

24716 Tandem Dr. 

Damascus, Md. 20872 

vettehon@aol.com 

 

President Choose one: 

Rich Taylor 

Pat Roney  

Vice President Choose one: 

Jim Parisi 

Bob Couse 

 

Coming up Eventsé  

 

Nov. 12th Noon Toys for Tots Hooters in Rockville, Md.  Chair, Dan Girardi 

   Flyer for Toys for Tots in this newsletter. Please support your events. 

Jan. 28th 2012  CCA Dinner party and awards night. 

   Will be held at Alfio's in Chevy Chase Md. More info in Dec. newsletter.  

 

 

Keep that smile on your face, your foot down on the pedal, and give me a curve  

Blast the radio. Wow, what a life. So much fun driving a Corvette 

Jean Wade - 2000 Red coupe Membership, director 301-253-6074 vettehon@aol.com    

Membership DirectorðJean Wade  

CCA Membership Update  

mailto:rhamrah@gmail.com
mailto:vettehon@aol.com
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Corvette rAMBLINGS  

The Editorôs Cornerï Jon Thorn 

Wow, November is here already.  Before you cover up your car for the winter remember that we have our 

annual Toys For Tots event coming up this Saturday.  See the flyer for this event later in this section of 

your newsletter. 

 

Also be sure to remember that Shop Night is the THIRD Tuesday in November and December because of 

the Holidays. 

 

Be certain to vote for a 2012 CCA President and Vice President in the election that is going on now.  

Youôve seen the messages from Jean.  Biographies for the candidates and more information on the elec-

tion is provided later in this issue.   

 

Although the number of events left on the calendar for this year is getting small your newsletter certainly 

is not.  This issue turned out to be one of the larger ones.  At our October Shop Night we started the plan-

ning process for next year.  If you have an idea for a fun event for the club it would be a great time to 

contact Jean Wade or show up at any of the business meetings to tell us about it.  Even better, if you are 

willing to host an event and be the organizer for it we are always looking for help (and ideas)! 

 

This year I attended a number of ALMS races and each one of them was a fantastic experience.  I was at 

Le Mans in June, Mosport in July, and the Baltimore Grand Prix in September.  For next year Iôve de-

cided to attend the opening race, the Sebring 12 hour, which is held in mid March.  The National Corvette 

Museum is making that race another one of their Museum in Motion events.  If you ever have the oppor-

tunity, I can highly recommend participating in a Museum in Motion event.  If you have been to an 

ALMS race before, a MiM event provides you the Corvette Corral experience times ten.  My plan is to 

attend Sebring and then spend an additional three weeks in Florida visiting friends.  I have never attended 

a Sebring race although I hear they are great and Iôve certainly seen them televised.  If you are interested 

in tagging along perhaps we can have several CCA members along for the trip down.  The NCM has not 

opened up registration yet but I have been in touch with Roc Linkov and he has me on his ñlistò.  Besides 

being a ton of fun the MiM experience saves you the problem of finding housing for the event as they 

will have a block of rooms to keep the group together.  If you think there is a chance you can attend 

please get in touch with me.  I will be coordinating with Roc as the plans develop. 

 

The NCM has produced two DVDs with pictures of this yearôs races at Le Mans and Mosport.  Roc just 

sent out the DVD for Le Mans.  The pictures and videos on the DVD were all taken by the Museum in 

Motion tour members (myself included).  If you would like to see what the NCM trips were like Iôd be 

happy to run copies of the DVDs for you.  Just let me know. 

 

My full plans for ALMS for next year are not set yet but at a minimum I expect to be at Sebring, 

Mosport, and the BGP.  There is also a possibility that Iôll attend Petit as well.  It would be great to have 

some CCA members along for the road trips. 

Iôd like to take a minute to thank our Treasurer, Nita Armstrong, for all her help this year.  We teamed up 

to solve some organizational and tax issues that have plagued the club for more than five years.  Iôm 

happy to be able to report that I believe everything has been resolved at this point although it will be 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier November  2011    Page 4 

likely be a couple of months yet before we actually have confirmation from the IRS.  We have re-

ceived confirmation from the State that everything is fine now.  Iôve wanted to see that these problems 

were solved since discovering them a couple of years ago but I never would have been able to sort it 

all out by myself.  Nita was a tremendous help in digging through the financial data. 

Iôll close out my ñRamblingò this month by reinforcing a comment Rich made in the Competition 

news.  Our November autocross was a huge success.  Iôm looking forward to a great year of autocross 

events in 2012.  I have a selfish reason for saying this too.  My son Andrew had never been to an auto-

cross in his life but he took our primer class on Saturday and ran my Z06 in both events on Sunday.  

He survived it.  The Corvette survived it.  And most importantly he discovered it was a lot of fun.  I 

expect he will be back at our events next year.  It is something you should really consider as well.  

Autocrossing is a low speed event.  It is very safe.  We provide a fun, low pressure, environment 

where you can learn a lot about car handling while hanging out with the great folks in our club.  We 

have an increasing number of non-members joining in on the fun too with cars other than Corvettes.  It 

is great seeing the spectators lined up along the parking lot fence at Lincoln Tech.  On Sunday we 

even had a County Police officer as a spectator.  In my earlier days of autocrossing, my Impala club 

used to hold an autocross in Charlottesville where the local police were able to enter their cruisers and 

run against us in an exhibition for the public.  It would be really cool if we could arrange something 

like that at Lincoln Tech!    

So when you read Richôs article be sure to look for car #3.  Thatôs my son driving!   

Save the Wave! 

Jon Thorn, Corvette Courier Editor 
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Competition Chairð Rich Taylor 

Corvette Competition  

 

Competition Report 

 
 

Our final competition event of the year was a huge success with 41 participants from several different 

Corvette clubs. The weather was great and everyone loved the course layout. The event ran smoothly 

with only a few minor timing equipment issues. Iôd like to thank everyone who came out to support 

this event either as a worker or a participant as we could not have been successful without your help. 

A special thanks goes out to Don Haller and Van Vanderhaar for operating the timing equipment and 

for Nita Armstrong and Jean Wade for handling all of the registration chores. We also had a success-

ful autocross training class on Saturday with 7 students, 6 of whom also registered and participated in 

the autocross events on Sunday.  Stay tuned for information on next yearôs competition events as we 

are planning four more autocrosses and autocross primer training courses and plan to develop and 

conduct some intermediate autocross training classes for those who are ready to advance to the next 

level. A brief overview of our autocross primer course is included below. Other events will include a 

drag race/car show, several High performance Drivers Events (HPDEs) and Fridays at The Track 

(FATT), and a club coordinated participation in the Baltimore Grand Prix events in downtown Balti-

more. 
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Corvette Club of America Autocross  

Primer ( Open to All Types of Cars ) 

 
This is a primer autocross class for those who are just starting out or for those who would like to 

brush up on their skills before running in a timed event. The class will consist of a combination of 

classroom time, time in the shop to review proper car preparation and safety and lots of time on the 

course honing your driving skills with an experienced driver. The following are some of the items that 

you will learn: 

What to bring to an autocross event 

Car preparation 

Technical and safety inspection 

Walking the course 

Reading the course map & learning the course 

Taking notes 

Tips for accelerating, turning and braking 

Lots of practice runs in your car with an experienced driver 

We will use the classroom and shop facilities at Lincoln Technical Institute and drive on a course that 

will be set up in the Lincoln Tech parking lot. A Snell 2005 ñSAò or ñMò rated helmet is required in 

order to participate. If you have a helmet, please bring it with you. Several helmets will be available 

to class participants who do not have one.  
 

As you can see, we are planning another great year of competition events to offer an opportunity for 

you to enjoy your car for the purpose for which it was designed, To Go Fast, so if you have an inter-

est in driving your car in a competitive event, please feel free to contact me to discuss your interests 

and find out what events will satisfy you desires. I look forward to seeing you out on the track with a 

big smile on your face.  

 

Below are a few pictures from our last autocross event of the year. 

 

Living Life in the Fast Lane 

Rich Taylor 

CCA Competition Chairman 

richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com 

240-460-9797 or 301-519-5370 

mailto:Richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com
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Points of Contact Listing 
NCCC Questions direct to our Governor Ron Hamrah 202-607-3399, rhamrah@gmail.com 

 

NCCC Governorôs Report 

 
A little help from my friends at Secretôs, Ocean City, MD Cruise 

 

By Ron Hamrah, NCCC Governor for CCA 

 

Check out the following informative websites: 

 

East Region NCCC website at http://www.ernccc.org  

Corvette Forum at http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php  

Special Discounts for NCCC Members - http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html 

National Corvette Museum - http://services.corvettemuseum.com/portaltools/ncmf/membership.cfm 

Insurance Link - http://www.ncminsurance.com/ 

NCCC Governor ð Ron Hamrah  

NCCC Report  

mailto:rhamrah@gmail.com
http://www.ernccc.org
http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html
http://services.corvettemuseum.com/portaltools/ncmf/membership.cfm
http://www.ncminsurance.com/
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EAST REGION NCCC Vette-work 

All NCCC members are invited to join the East Region Vette-work, the heart and soul of Corvette en-

thusiasm.  http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1 

FOR SALE There is a new App that will handle classified ads better than the Forum did.  You will 

find a new section called "Listings" where you can list items. 

 

What are you doing August 2014 ? 

If you missed the 2009 National Caravan to Bowling Green, KY, you missed seeing 8,000 Corvettes 

from across the US and Canada as well as Corvette enthusiasts (without their Corvettes) from Hol-

land, Germany and (23 of them from) Australia !!!  Donôt miss the next caravan.  Check it out at 

http://www.corvettecaravan.com/  Contact me or ask any of our CCA members who participated. 

 

VERIZON CELL PHONE SERVICE DISCOUNT  

If you are a military veteran and use Verizon for your cell phone service, you can get a 15% discount 

on your service.  All you need to do is take a copy of your DD-214 to a Verizon store and tell them 

you would like to have the Vets Discount. Tell them the discount code is 117818. You should get a 

15% discount off your monthly bill.  You can even fax them your DD-214 for the discount. 

 

  

At our last East Region NCCC meeting, the issue of conducting rallyes based on competitor skill 

rather than random chance was discussed.  If you have a preference or comments to offer, please email 

me. 

http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1
http://www.corvettecaravan.com/
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NCM Ambassador ð Terry Popkin  

National Corvette Museum Report  

Terry Popkin,  NCM Ambassador,  tjpopkin@mac.com,  301-949-2464 

 

mailto:tjpopkin@mac.com
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CCA Annual Election for the Board of Directors 
 

Its that time of year when you get to vote for your new Board members and officers.  Iôm excited to 

tell you that we have two candidates each for the positions of President and Vice President.  Pat 

Roney and Rich Taylor are running for President and Bob Couse and Jim Parisi are running for Vice 

President. See their biographies below before casting your votes. 

 
Remember that in order to vote you must have renewed your membership for 2012. If you have not 

sent in your renewal to me you can copy and paste the ballot and send both of them into me at the 

same time. You have until Nov. 26th to renew your membership and have until Dec.13th to cast your 

votes. 

Vote for One President 
Pat Roney 

 

Rich Taylor 

 

Vote for One Vice President 
Bob Couse 

 

Jim Parisi 

Jean Wade 

Membership Director 

24716 Tandem Dr. 

Damascus, Md. 20872 

vettehon@aol.com 

mailto:vettehon@aol.com
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President - Pat Roney - Bio  
 

Hello fellow Corvette enthusiast.  I am Pat Roney and I am running for President of the Corvette 

Club of America for the 2012 year. 

 

I bought my first Corvette January 2007 and just happen to meet Phil Canal and Fred Silver at a cof-

fee get together the very next day.  They were so enthusiastic about the Corvette Club of America 

that I decided to join.  My first meeting was the February business meeting and needless to say I fell 

in love with the group of people know as the Corvette Club of America.  I attended most of the club 

activities,  shop nights, and meetings the first year and currently it is rare for me to miss one of our 

meetings, shop nights or events.  I almost always work the events and have had a ball doing so.   

 

I was honored to be the Competition Chair for our club from January 2008 through June 2010 during 

which time we started autocrossing and doing track events at Summit Point and New Jersey Mo-

torsports Park as well as continuing putting on our 2 drag races each year.  I also started the February 

indoor Go Kart racing event that is meant to get us ready for the Corvette season.  This has become 

an annual event and is growing each year.  

 

My goals, if elected, would be to continue the great work that Don Haller and our board have accom-

plished over the past few years.  I believe that our club's emphasis should be on the social side with 

Cruiz Ins, car shows and charitable fund raising events as well as maintaining our competition group 

advances that we have made over the years.  Throw in some neat trips such  as the trip that we made 

this spring to the National Corvette Museum and we should have something for everyone.   

 

My particular style is to listen to the ideas of our members and try to provide the activities that they 

would like. 

 

I would appreciate if you would give consideration to supporting my run for president by casting 

your vote for me. 

 

Thanks for your consideration. 

 

Pat 
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Pat Roney 

Candidate For 

President 
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President - Rich Taylor - Bio  
Hi fellow CCA members,  

 

For those who may not know me, I am the current Competition Chairman for the club and I?m an 

avid car enthusiast. I have also served the club as Vice President under Don Haller. I have a 2003 

Corvette Z06 that I race at drag races, road courses and autocrosses. I also have a 1969 Corvette 

Stingray that I drive to car shows and cruise-ins. In addition I have a BMW M3 and a supercharged 

Mustang GT. As you can see I?m a real addict who enjoys racing, driving and working on cars, espe-

cially Corvettes. I joined CCA in 2004 and have attended and supported most of the club sponsored 

events throughout the years. As Competition Chairman I am responsible for setting up our drag race 

and autocross events and also coordinate our participation in non-club sponsored track events such as 

High Performance Driver Education events and events sponsored by other NCCC Corvette Clubs. I 

developed an autocross training class to allow those who are interested to learn about autocross and 

to find out if they would be interested in participating. This has been a great way to attract new par-

ticipants in our events. This past year the Board decided to purchase our own autocross timing equip-

ment which gives us the independence to control our own events and to maximize the revenues to the 

club. I have also coordinated our drag racing events which have included a car show that has been 

coordinated with the Maryland Camaro Club. We have also invited Wounded Warriors from Walter 

Reed Hospital to our drag races and given them high speed rides down the track to brighten their day. 

 

I assist with most club events including our major car show at Sport Chevrolet each year, and attend 

most of our club sponsored events such as wine and brewery tours, lunch cruises and charity benefit 

events. I run the 50/50 raffles at shop night and at many of our other events. At shop nights I have 

coordinated tech sessions on how to work on Corvette braking systems to change pads and rotors and 

to bleed the fluid. I have also given sessions on NCCC judging for our car shows. I provide assis-

tance to many of our members during shop night to accomplish repairs on their cars in order to share 

my knowledge of cars and to promote the benefits of belonging to the club. 

 

I am married and have two adult children and one grandson. My education is in mechanical engineer-

ing and business administration and I currently work for Lockheed Martin Corporation in Rockville, 

MD as a Senior Manager of Quality and Process Improvement. In addition to being a car enthusiast I 

am a sports fan and follow football, basketball, boxing and UFC events. 

 

I am running for CCA president in order to assure that the high standards of leadership that have been 

set by Don Haller and our previous presidents are continued in the coming years, and to broaden the 

participation of our members in club activities by providing a wide array of activities that appeal to 

the interests of all members. By casting your vote for me you will ensure the continued success of our 

club in providing an open environment for all members to participate in a wide array of events that 

cater to their love of Corvettes. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rich Taylor 
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Rich Taylor 

Candidate For 

President 
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Vice President - Bob Couse - Bio 
 

My wife and I have been CCA members since 2008 when we bought our first Corvette, a Cyber Gray 

Coupe.  We have two children and three grandchildren. I retired in 2008 after 38 years with the Bech-

tel organization and continue to do some consulting as an advisor to a venture capital fund and pro-

vide expert witness testimony in the heavy construction industry.  

 

Last year I served as your club vice president and am again seeking your approval to continue in that 

capacity. While I have keen interest in supporting the club and its activities, I am only able to commit 

to a support role at this time, rather than pursue the President position.  

 

Since joining the club, I have been an active member of the competition group and have helped stage 

autocross events as well as compete. I have also been active in participating in the HPDE events at 

Summit Point, Watkins Glen, VIR and NJMSP.  

 

While the competition elements of the club activities have become a passion, I am no less enthusias-

tic about supporting other events. I have been a catalyst in promoting the early development of the 

full club calendar, not just the NCCC events, so that the club members can plan their participation in 

other social events as well. I have supported: our annual car shows, Trikes for Tykes, the Toys for 

Tots, go-cart racing, qualified as an instructor for the Teen Driving School sponsored by a sister club, 

and helped with the club picnic. 

 

Those of you that know me, recognize I am an active participant in club business meetings and freely 

bring my experience forward to benefit the club. I have a strong interest in promoting club activities 

that are of interest to the membership. We have a large club and I would like to see them all engaged 

in at least some of the activities in 2012.  

 

Thanks again, 

Bob Couse 
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Bob Couse 

Candidate For 

Vice President 
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Vice President - Jim Parisi - Bio 
 

Hi CCA Members, I am Jim Parisi also known as JP7. I am a car lover and enthusiast; Corvettes and 

fast cars are my passion.  I have enjoyed with many of you the events sharing food and drink and our 

interests in Corvettes and related subjects. 

  

I have presently a black 2009 Z06 and enjoy it to the max. My Corvettes of past include, a red 2006 

Z06, a red 1974 convertible which I rebuilt from the frame up, a 1969 LT1 350-375 which I had for 

28 years, and a 1964 blue convertible 327.  I did the museum delivery for my 2006 red Z06 and I 

loved it.   

 

I have attended the Reunion and the Z06 Fest with the Z06.com group and gave the tour for them at 

the Evans distillery after the Makers Mark tour.   

 

I joined CCA in 2006 and have participated in all events over the years and was the finder of our pre-

sent sponsor Sport Chevrolet.  I have a very close relationship with them and have run the field along 

with Lee Shirley from laying out the field to set up and running the staging for the last three years.  I 

have brought in numerous members and other car enthusiasts from other clubs to our racing and show 

events.  I also have brokered many car sales for Sport Chevrolet and enjoy the car business.  I have 

the sixth fastest stock time at MIR in a Z06, 11.3 seconds.  I give John Armstrong one of our mem-

bers who championed the launching of the Z06 my thanks for teaching me that process.  I have 

worked drag racing, autocross, and meetings though not as much this past year due to two surgeries 

on my back (and thank you all for the card).  I attend many shows and met people from other clubs 

who have come to our shows and racing events.  I promote our shows at these events.  I have donated 

to the Toys for Tots for all the years since being in the club supported the Sport Chevrolet bicycle 

giveaway for the last three years since its inception. 

  

My Family, I have two great children who are grown Jessica 24, a medical student and future ortho-

pedic surgeon, and Anthony 26 a computer technician.  I am a single dad who raised both of them 

from age 4 and 6.  

  

I am a project manager and liaison for the government agencies for the United States Postal service 

for the last 27 years.  I worked as a physical education teacher for seven years in Aquatics for Mont-

gomery College in the early part of my career. 

  

I am running for Vice President and will continue to do what I say I will do for the club: To help with 

the leadership of the club and keeping the high standard that our past presidents have paved; To par-

ticipate and be there.  Voting for me will ensure that all people will be involved and enjoy the club 

events. 

  

Thank you 

  

Sincerely, 

Jim Parisi 
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Jim Parisi 

Candidate For 

Vice President 
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Toys for Tots / Corvette Club of America at Hooters in Rockville, MD 

Chaired by Dan Girardi  
 

November is here. So again it's time for our Eighth Annual Marine Reserve Corps Toys for Tots toy 

drive and fun car show. 

 

The date this year is November 12, 2011, from noon until 4:00 p.m. at Hooters of Rockville, 1584 

Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD. 

 

There will be designated parking for Corvettes only.  To participate bring a new, unwrapped toy 

valued at $20.00. Monetary donations will also be accepted. Clothing or toy weapons will NOT 

be accepted. 

 

Once again the Hooters girls will 

judge our car show. Judging will be 

at approximately 2:15 p.m. Prizes 

will be awarded. 

 

Plan to attend. Bring a toy. Have 

lunch and enter your Corvette in the 

fun show. The toys will be given to 

children who would otherwise not 

receive any gifts for Christmas. 

 

RSVP to Dan or Jo Girardi, 301-855

-6945, or Jean Wade, by Wednes-

day, November 9th, 2011, 

We need to know how many people 

are coming and also if you will be 

driving your Corvette. Thank you. 

Look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Dan Girardi  


