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Catching up on some competition events not reported yet 
By Pat Roney 

 

 

August 19th Summit Point FATT  

 

Rich T., Vic B., Gary N. and I signed up for the August 19th Summit Point FATT.  Rich had a tire 

problem in the first round and had to take a rain check.  The rest of us were all in Group 2 and had fun 

running together.  The weather was nice for the entire day, something we could not say for the Sunday 

NASA event. 

 

August 20 & 21st NASA event at Summit Point 
 

The Saturday NASA event provided good weather for Gary N., Dan W., Tom A., Bob C., new mem-

ber Art B. and myself.  We had 3 each 25 minute track sessions on Saturday and plenty of actual 

wheel to wheel races to keep us entertained between track times. 

 

Sunday morning was nice, but rain dampened our afternoon sessions.  I decided to try a run in the rain 

for the 2nd session and learned why the rain sessions are not very popular.  Wipers had to be on high 

speed while on the track and the windows had to be down.  At one point while making a right turn into 

turn 9 I felt water splashing on me and looked to see a waterfall coming over the roof and into the car.  

I was out long enough to see how my car handled at speed on a wet track.  The braking and cornering 

was better than I expected but I had to be very careful with the acceleration.  Even though I had toned 

it down, even a moderate amount of throttle induced wheel spin.  As you can see from the pictures, the 

rain was fairly intense. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan getting his car ready 

for the track.  Tire changes 

to racing rubber, brake 

bleeding and brake pad 

changes are some of the 

more typical adjustments 
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Gary, our most experienced 

track driver with his pride and 

joy Leona. 

Tom A. heading out for a track 

run.  At this point of the season I 

would have to give Tom the most 

improved driver award. 

A little dirt on Bob Côs car after an 

off track experience. 
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We stayed to watch the Mazda Miataôs race towards the end of the day.  It is quite exciting to see 30 

Mazdas all trying to get to turn one first.  Several times in the race one or more would not be able to 

get slowed down enough and would slide off track. 

 

Any of you that are interested in the competition side of our club should come out and hang with us 

and watch these races. 

 

Northern Virginia Corvette Clubs Spooktacular event October 22nd 

 

I traveled over to Old Dominion Speedway to autocross with many of the NCCC East Region mem-

bers.  I didnôt get a chance to walk the course before the event so my first few runs were very slow 

trying to figure out where to go, but by the end of the day I had cut my time to a reasonable number.  

It is always a pleasure visiting with NVCC and other East Region clubs.  Afterwards, we all went out 

Tom checking out the rain Sunday 

afternoon. 
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to dinner to recount the great times. 

 

Chin Motorsports at Virginia International Raceway event October 30 & 31, 2011 
 

Gary N., Dan W., Vic B., Bob C. and myself caravanned down to VIR for a 2 day on track event.  We 

drove down in the snow on Satuday, November 29th, which was not the best way to get us in the mood 

to get our cars on the track.  Sunday and Monday were much better days and we all had a blast.  This 

was one of the first times that we all were solo, no instructor, in the blue group.  The blue group is just 

one step under the actual racers in the red group.  In the blue group we can pass anywhere on the 

track, including corners, with a point by from the car in front.  It is a very fast group and very intimi-

dating for the first time out. 

 

I didnôt get a chance to take pictures during the track event but did manage to get this photo of our 

group relaxing after a day on the track at the Oak Tree Tavern on site at Virginia International Race-

way.  We were so excited that least half of us were all talking at the same time.  The excitement here 

is something to witness.  The couple at the right of the photo are from North Carolina.  We met Gra-

ham at Watkins Glen and have stayed in touch with him since.  I managed to get rides with Graham 

and our own Dan W.  The rides with my buddies have been some of the most exciting times on the 

track.  It gives you a chance to relax and see things that you donôt notice while driving on the track. 

 

Bob C. gets the award for most improved driver at this event with Vic right behind him.  Bob did a 2 

minute 17 second lap which puts him right behind Gary and Dan for the fastest.  I am finding more 

and more that I canôt keep up with the worn out street tires I am using.  Maybe Santa will bring me 

racing tires for Christmas. 
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We have a good group of drivers in our competition group and enjoy talking about our events with 

anyone that will listen.  If you are at all interested in learning more about what we do, feel free to ask.  

The beginners group on the track is pretty tame with an instructor in the car teaching you the driving 

techniques while you drive at your own comfort level of speed. 
 

Pat Roney 
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Shop Night 

October 25, 2011 

In addition to the normal hanging out together and playing with cars, we met to make a first pass at 

the event calendar for 2012.  We selected tentative dates for NCCC activities so that our Governor, 

Ron Hamrah, could submit them to the Eastern Region.  We also discussed ideas and tentative dates 

for non-NCCC events. 

 

If you have a desire to host an event or have an idea for an event that you think would be fun for the 

club please contact Jean Wade with the information if you cannot make it to a business meeting.  We 

anticipate having a busy, FUN year in 2012.  
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Free State  

Ocean City Corvette Weekend 

October 14 - 16, 2011 
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